

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CARO CITY COUNCIL 

July 6, 2026, 6:30 P.M.

Council Chambers, 317 S. State St., Caro, MI 48723

Mayor Karen Snider called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on July 6, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Present: Mayor Karen Snider, City Council: Emily Campbell, Charlotte Kish, Doreen Oedy, Heidi Parker, John Riley and Jill White.

Absent: None

Others:  Scott Czasak – City Manager, Jana Brown – Deputy City Clerk and other guests. 

26-M-142
Motion by Parker, seconded by Oedy to strike the words “agenda items only” next to public comment.

Motion Carried.
AGENDA APPROVAL

26-M-143
Motion by Kish, seconded by Campbell to approve the agenda as amended.
Motion Carried.
COMMUNICATIONS: 
1. Parks & Recreation Committee Minutes – June 16, 2026

2. Email from Code Enforcement Officer, Christopher Drake regarding entrance drive to Starbucks, Dairy Queen, Dollar Tree & Marshalls
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Sean Smith spoke in support of naming the Atwood Park Performance Stage in honor of John & Marilyn Ecken.
CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Regular Council Meeting Minutes – June 15, 2026

2. Special Council Meeting Minutes – June 18, 2026
3. Invoices

26-M-144
Motion by Kish, seconded by Parker to approve the consent agenda as presented including invoices. 

Motion Carried.
REGULAR AGENDA:
1. Parks & Recreation Committee Recommendation - Naming Atwood Park Performance Stage

26-M-145
Motion by White, seconded by Riley to approve the naming of the performance stage at Atwood Park as the “Ecken Memorial Stage” in honor of John and Marilyn Ecken for their vision, leadership, volunteer service, and lasting contributions in founding and growing the City of Caro’s Music in the Park concert series.
Motion carried.
2. Purchase Request – DPW Cold Patch Asphalt Machine

26-M-146
Motion by Riley, seconded by White to accept the quote from Spaulding Manufacturing, Inc for $33,757.00 to obtain a new cold patch asphalt machine.
Motion carried
3. Purchase Request - SCADA Radio Upgrade
26-M-147
Motion by Parker, seconded by White to accept the quote from SCADA for $26,540.00 to replace seven (7) radios at the City’s wellhouses. 
Motion carried.

ITEMS POSTPONED
1. Public Comment Policy

26-M-148
Motion by Kish, seconded by Campbell to accept the Public Comment Policy as prepared. 
Motion withdrawn by Kish and agreed by Campbell.
26-M-149
Motion by Kish, seconded by Parker to take the Public Comment Policy from postponed and move it up to regular agenda #4. 
Motion carried.

26-M-150
Motion by Parker, seconded by White to accept this proposed Public Comment Policy minus the item #3 in red “public comments at the beginning of council meetings should be limited to agenda items”. 
Roll call vote: Campbell – no, Kish – no, Oedy – no, Parker – no, Riley – no, White – yes, Mayor Snider – no.

Motion Fails.

26-M-151
Motion by Kish, seconded by Campbell to accept the Public Comment Policy as amended. 
Roll call vote: Kish – yes, Oedy – yes, Parker – yes, Riley – yes, White – no, Campbell – yes, Mayor Snider – yes.

Motion carried.

Councilor John Riley requested to be excused from the meeting at 7:09 p.m.

COMMITTEE/LIAISON POSITION REPORTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT – Written report submitted. Mayor Snider attended the Caro Moose Lodge 4th of July event which was well attended and the fireworks were fantastic.
MANAGER’S COMMENTS – Written report submitted. Scott Czasak passed around a picture of the proposed mural for the green recreation building in Bieth Park.
Emily Campbell questioned if water shut offs due to water main breaks could be communicated to affected residents via Facebook and the City website.

Charlotte Kish inquired why council was not informed there was a problem with the operations at Well #5.
CLERK’S REPORT – Written report submitted
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT:

A resident questioned and commented on the public comment policy.

Vicky Brown expressed her concern with an article in the Advertiser titled “Council Members Take Caro Mayor to Task”. She views City Council as a team and feels it is important to work as a team.
26-M-152
Motion by Parker, seconded by Campbell to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Motion carried. 
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